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thousands were feverishly busy giving the dirty and neglected
city a European appearance. Food distributing centres^ co-
operative shops. etc., were closed. Queues were prohibited,
lezprizornie [i.e. the hordes of neglected children], beggars and
starving people suddenly vanished. At the crossings mounted
militiamen were stationed on well-groomed horses whose manes
were decorated with white ribbons, a sight never before and
never again witnessed in Kiev."
"The guests arrived, inspected with visible satisfaction,
entered their names in the city's roll of visitors, and went
away. That evening the decorations were taken down, the
militiamen vanished, the food distributing centres opened
and the queues of weary and despondent Soviet citizens
formed up afresh. ... I happened to be sitting in the
company of a number of Soviet officials, directors and members
of the party, at the moment when the papers were containing
M. Herriot's interview, in which he stated that he had seen
no trace of a famine in Russia. The faces should have been
seen and the angry, bitter laughter heard that rang out when
this interview was read . . ."
Early on August 28 the illustrious travellers arrived at
Kharkov, which at that time was the official capital of the
Ukraine. There was the usual ceremonious reception, after
which the visitors were taken to the children's settlement
named after Dzerjinsky, the organizer of the Qgpu, This
settlement is an institution where the deserted and neglected
children, the so-called bezprizomiey are looked after, together
with youthful criminals. M. Herriot studied the work and
condition of these young Communists "in every detail," He
began a "long conversation" with the head of the scientific
department of the settlement, and attempts were made to
explain why deserted children were housed with youthful
criminals. The visitors were impressed by the orderliness and
the abundance of fresh air and flowers. After visiting all
departments they listened to an "improvised" concert by these